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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EASTERN COMPLETES UNDERGRADUATE STUDY 
October 10, 1988 
CHARLESTON, IL.--The most complete study of undergraduate education 
in Illinois in recent years has been completed at Eastern Illinois 
University. 
The in-depth study on undergraduate education at Eastern provided 
"a unique opportunity for the University to strengthen its already 
strong academic programs," according to Dr. Robert Kindrick, provost 
and vice president for academic affairs, who chaired the undergraduate 
study steering committee. 
-more-
ADD 1/1/1/1 UNDERGRADUATE STUDY 
The final report on undergraduate study, initiated by Eastern 
President Stan Rives in 1987, "embodies the best thinking of students, 
faculty and staff who served on the five committees assigned to study 
recruitment and admissions, curriculum, faculty concerns, campus life 
and assessment of programs," Kindrick said. 
A sixth committee, the steering committee, was composed of all 
committee chairs, Dr. Sharon Bartling, an English professor who edited 
the final report, and Dr. Kindrick. 
"This faculty-centered investigation asked faculty to dream of the 
ideal, to propose ways to improve the quality of undergraduates' 
experiences and ways to try to prepare undergraduates for the 
twenty-first century," the report stated. 
The origin of the concerns were based on the book "College, The 
Undergraduate Experience in America," by Ernest L. Boyer, which reports 
the findings of a study of colleges and universities conducted by the 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. Eastern was one of 
the universities chosen for an on-site visit for the Carnegie study. 
In the report, the five committees not only evaluated possible 
changes that might be suggested, but emphasized many strengths inherent 
in programs. 
"The personal opinions of students, past and present, who speak 
well of the University to others ... is the direct result of faculty 
and staff hard work and should be especially noted," the report stated. 
Zoology professor Dr. Steve Whitley helped coordinate the overall 
study for Dr. Kindrick's office and was chair of the Committee on 
Recruitment, Admissions, Orientation and Retention. He said, "Our 
committee found that the admissions staff is dedicated and hard-working 
and has made invaluable contacts throughout the state." 
-more-
ADD 3/3/3/3 ERGRADUATE STUDY 
"Eastern prides itself on helping students," Buchanan said, adding 
that additional physical space is needed to improve faculty 
accessibility to students needing individualized help. 
The Committee on Campus Life Outside the Classroom, chaired by 
Director of Hou~ing Lou Hencken, reported, "We are impressed with the 
programs offered by the Counseling Center, the large number and diverse 
activities planned by the Student Activities Office, and the 
opportunities for involvement by student government, departmental 
clubs, religious organizations, intramural and recreational sports, and 
social fraternities and sororities. 
"We are also impressed with the residence halls and the 
opportunities that residents have to grow both socially and 
academically through various programs, events, and facilities that are 
available to them." 
According to Hencken, some of his committee's goals included the 
contjnued development of a sense of community, of belonging, among 
students, faculty and staff and EIU; the formation of an expanded 
orientation program; the creation of a speakers series; and the 
improvement of recreational facilities to promote "wellness." 
History professor David Maurer, chair of the Committee on 
Institutional Goals, Governance, and Outcome Measurement, said his 
committee recommended that Eastern continually keep in mind its goal 
"to develop broadly educated responsible citizens" and that a committee 
be formed to develop a system of assessment. 
"We are fortunate that governance mechanisms are already in place 
and generally functioning well at Eastern," Maurer's committee 
reported. 
The study is being reviewed by Eastern's Faculty Senate, Council on 
Academic Affairs, Student Senate and other campus committees and 
organizations. They will then make recommendations to President Rives. 
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